
 
General Assembly Third Committee: 

Social, Humanitarian, & Cultural Committee 

 
Providing for Freedom of 
Speech and Addressing 

Press Censorship 
 

  
 
   



INTRODUCTION 
 

Freedom of speech and the press are the two main components of freedom of 
expression, as outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Freedom of 
speech is the concept of the inherent human right to voice one's opinion publicly 
without fear of censorship or punishment. Freedom of the Press, on the other hand, 
refers to the right of communication and expression through mediums including 
various electronic media and published materials. According to the Worldwide 
Governance Indicators Project, one of the key indicators that reflects the quality of 
governance is ‘the extent to which a country’s citizens are able to participate in 
selecting their government, as well as freedom of expression, freedom of 
association and a free media’. It also emphasizes that when there is freedom of 
expression and media, governments become more transparent and therefore, less 
corrupt. 
 
ISSUE  
 
Today, more than half the world’s population lacks an independent press. While 
most first world countries emphasize the freedom of expression as a core value, 
there are some key exceptions to this rule. China, for example, has the second 
largest economy in the world, but its citizens lack the right to express themselves in 
criticism of the government and the ideas which it espouses. At the beginning of this 
October, it was reported by the South China Morning Post that the nation’s Vice 
Minister for Public Safety, and President of Interpol, had been unexpectedly taken 
away for questioning by “discipline authorities”, a term referring to Communist Party 
agents policing loyalty to the party. Despite its distaste for freedom of expression, 
China’s might on the international stage means that the other powerful nations of 
the world turn a blind eye in order to do business and form deeper bonds with them. 
 
In some nations, the role of the press has become entirely different than the neutral 
source of information idealized by democratic nations. In North Korea, the press is 
entirely controlled by party officials, meaning that coverage of their leaders and 
government is sheltered to their potential blunders, instead painting them as 
infallible saviors of the people. Outside information that contradicts the state-run 
media is strictly withheld from citizens. Despite the impoverished standards of living 
in the country, in contrast, the population is told consistently that North Korea is the 
most well-off country in the world. This allows for the nation’s leaders to maintain 
support from the poorly-educated populace, despite their consistent 



mismanagement of the economy, international relations, and social matters. 
 
Proponents of state-owned media would suggest that governments who are able to 
control narratives within the nation, are able to win a greater mandate to make 
changes, and thus are able to accomplish more. Former Egyptian President Gamal 
Abdel Nasser, for example, took over the media in his country, and during his tenure 
introduced women’s suffrage, multiplied public revenue sources, implemented free 
education and healthcare, and increased the size and strength of Egypt’s military. 
Proponents of less democratic forms of government might suggest that if he had 
been battling a free press, he would have failed to change Egypt in such a vast way. 
He owed some of his success to the cult of persona that he was able to foster 
across the Arab world. 
 
In some nations, freedom of expression is limited for the sake of preserving 
long-standing tradition. Religious censorship is a form of suppression where 
expression is limited using religious authority as the basis for justification. For 
centuries, free speech and religion have been cast as opponents. They might exist 
harmoniously on paper but free expression and religion often conflict in practice, 
and free speech is often sacrificed in the name of protecting religious sensibilities — 
whether through self-censorship or legislation that censors. In 2015, the 
headquarters of French satire publication Charlie Hebdo was attacked by two 
gunmen angered by the magazine’s history of printing cartoons depicting the 
Prophet Muhammad whom, according to most Islamic authorities, is not to be 
represented visually. The incident prompted a campaign of support for the 
magazine, known popularly as ‘Je Suis Charlie’, or ‘I am Charlie’. The phrase quickly 
spread and became synonymous with support for the publication, and by proxy the 
right to freedom of publication.  
 
Instances like these do not indicate that freedom of speech is incompatible with 
religious sensitivity. Both rights are protected by The United Nations Declaration of 
Human Rights (UNDHR). The back-to-back Articles 18 and 19 protect an individual’s 
right to “freedom of thought, conscience, and religion” and the concept of freedom 
of speech and expression, respectively. In some cases these two values act in 
tandem to protect those who wish to express religious views that could lead to their 
persecution. 
 
   



MAJOR PLAYERS 
 
North Korea 
North Korea remains one of the most repressive media environments in the world. 
The one-party regime owns all domestic news outlets, attempts to regulate all 
communication, and rigorously limits the ability of the North Korean people to 
access outside information. Content is supplied almost entirely by the official Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA). It ranks 179 out of 180 in the World Press Freedom 
Index. 
 
China 
The People’s Republic of China, governed by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), 
also has one of the most restrictive media systems in the world. The media is part of 
a powerful state propaganda tool that is governed by the “Party principle,” which 
comprises of three basic components: 
1. News media must reflect the Party’s guiding ideology. 
2. News media must disseminate the Party’s programs, policies, and 
directives. 
3. News media must accept the Party’s leadership and subscribe to the Party’s 
organizational principles and press policies. China’s power on the world stage 
suggests that in order for a decision on global freedom of expression to be truly 
legitimate, it must be a part of the discussions and decisions. 
 
Norway 
Norway currently sits at the top of Reporters Without Borders’ World Press 
Freedom Index. The nation’s position on the list is partially thanks to strong laws that 
prevent media organizations from “owning more than 40 percent of the shares in 
any TV station, radio station or newspaper,” and ensuring that freedom of expression 
be maintained as a constitutional right. 
 
United States of America 
The US is one of the few countries in the world with no hate speech laws, citing the 
sacrosanctity of the First Amendment (guaranteeing freedom of speech & the 
press). However, this allows extreme political movements and religious groups, such 
as the Westboro Baptist Church and American Nazi Party, to spread content that 
would be banned in other countries for inciting violence. 
 
   



QUESTIONS A RESOLUTION MUST ANSWER 
 

1. How can nations around the world balance the competing rights of freedom 
of expression and freedom of religion? 

2. Are arguments that oppose the right to freedom of publication valid? 
3. What steps can the international community take to promote the right to 

freedom of expression in those countries that resist it? 
4. In what circumstances is it acceptable for governments to suppress their 

citizens’ rights to freedom of expression, if any? 
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