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 Together, oil and gas alone account for 86% of the world’s energy consumption (BP Sta-

tistical Review of World Energy, 2016). The world has been running on fossil fuels since the 

Industrial Revolution, at which point they seemed to be the perfect energy source. They were 

efficient, affordable, and easy to store. In the 200 years since the industrial revolution, the 

body of knowledge on fossil fuels has grown steadily. 

 
In the 1990s, concern over the anthropogenic greenhouse effect rose to global promi-

nence. The 1997 Kyoto Protocol bound industrial nations to decreasing carbon emissions by 

5% by the range of years from 2008-2012. The treaty demanded no reduction in emissions by 

developing nations. China was exempt from making changes, and in 2001 the American ad-

ministration, led by George W. Bush, pulled out of the deal. With two of the worst offenders 

free from making changes to their industries, the protocol failed to be the saviour as which it 

was hailed. Subsidiary agreements attempted to curb the negative effects of fossil fuel emis-

sions, but the failure of the Kyoto Protocol is largely representative of the efforts. 

Every morning, the world’s lights turn on thanks to 

three different types of fossil fuels: oil, gas, and 

coal.  
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The problems with rapidly depleting of the remainder of our fossil fuel reserves are 

not only environmental but economic as well. The trifecta of fossil fuels exists on earth in fi-

nite quantities. Studies project that oil and gas reserves will be entirely consumed in the next 

48 and 50 years, respectively, and coal in the next 100 (BP Statistical Review of World Energy, 

2016). As the supply of resources becomes scarcer and more expensive to extract, their prices 

will skyrocket, causing massive economic upheaval. The world’s means of production is based 

on such fuels, and proactively implementing their replacements could mean preventing a ca-

tastrophe. 

 

Renewable energy is cheap to produce, and is growing in market share, but investing 

in the necessary infrastructure is often prohibitively expensive. Current infrastructure is based 

on localized systems of energy and less efficient wiring. A commitment to renewable energy 

will require an overhaul of the electricity grid, which will present an unwieldy cost, particular-

ly for developing nations (StatOil, 2015). Other forms of infrastructure will also require mass 

overhauls to successfully transition to renewable sources, such as the network of gas stations 

that vehicles rely on. The private sector is currently outpacing the government in this regard. 

While electric vehicles are mainly charged at the homes of drivers, Tesla, for instance, also 

currently offers 8,496 superchargers worldwide, primarily in urban areas (Tesla, 2017). This 

network is set to continue expanding in the coming year. 
 
 

An overwhelming majority of scientific opinion agrees that humans are contributing to 

an enhanced greenhouse effect. The evidence goes beyond this, to suggest that the conse-

quences of this man-made climate change will be grave. In the last hundred years, sea levels 

have risen 8 inches, due to the melting of the polar ice caps (NASA, 2017). They are projected 

to continue rising, and wreaking havoc as they do so. Aside from sea-levels, the number of ex-

treme weather events is increasing steadily, as climate scientists have long predicted (NASA, 

2017). We are currently living in the sixth mass extinction event in the world’s history, and on-

ly one caused by the actions of a species (Sutter, 2017). As these trends continue, they will 

continue to take a toll on the quality and sustainability of human life— a fact that policymak-

ers are beginning to wake up to. 

 

On the opposite side of the debate stand 3% of climate scientists in union with a horde 

of conservative think tanks and politicians (Cook et al., 2013). Within such circles, the subtle-

ties of beliefs vary, but arguments tend to coalesce around the ideas that climate change is 

not caused by human activity, will not be catastrophic, and is not worth the sacrifice of pros-

perity. President Trump has advanced the theory that “the concept of global warming was cre-

ated by and for the Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing non-competitive” (Roberts, 

2017). 
 

THE ENVIRONMENT... 

… & THE ECONOMY 
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THE USA... 

is the second largest consumer of crude oil, but has also invested the most 
heavily in renewable resources (Perkowski, 2017). It is projected to overtake 

the U.S. as the largest nuclear producer by 2040.  

is the second largest consumer of natural gas, mainly from Russia. Due to 
safety concerns, it is phasing out all nuclear reactors by 2022.  

is the greatest producer of crude oil in the world, which greatly bolsters its 
economic and political standing.  

members control an estimated 81.5% of the world’s crude oil reserves 
(OPEC, 2018). Recently, U.S. deregulation and the global oil glut have weak-

ened their influence. 

CHINA... 

GERMANY... 

is the world’s greatest consumer of crude oil and natural gas and its biggest 
producer of natural gas; however, alternatives are overtaking coal and oil in the 
U.S. energy market (Mikulska, 2018).  

SAUDI ARABIA... 

ORGANIZATION OF PETROLEUM EXPORTING COUNTRIES:   OPEC ... 
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1. How will a resolution encourage preemptive action to mitigate the im-

pacts of a coming energy crisis? 

 

2. How will a resolution account for fossil fuel-reliant countries that cannot 

afford an infrastructure overhaul? 

 

3. How will a resolution balance the demands of the global economy with 

the infrastructure overhauls proposed? 

 

4. How will a resolution achieve the unanimous action required to decrease 

reliance on non-renewable energy sources? 

QUESTIONS A RESOLUTION 

MUST ANSWER 
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