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LEADING UP TO 9/11: 

 THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE U.S. AND THE MIDDLE EAST  
 

 Ever since the outbreak of World War I in 1914, the U.S. and the Middle East have had a complicated relation-

ship. 1988 saw the end of the Iran-Iraq war, which left the world in a hostile state that soon erupted into the Gulf 

War – an event which only served to further strain US and Middle Eastern relations. More specifically, when the 

Iran-Iraq war ended, Kuwait demanded Iraq to pay back the money they borrowed for the war. Adjacently,  U.S. 

and Iraqi relations greatly deteriorated during this time because of Iraq’s accusation of U.S. and Israeli influence on 

Kuwait. Due to these reasons, the U.S., under the administration of Goerge Bush, aimed to assist Kuwait by working 

alongside the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to convince Saddam Hussein, Iraqi president, to withdraw 

forces from Kuwait. Even so, this was not successful, causing the U.S. and 28 other nations to send forces to Kuwait 

with the objective of targeting Iraqi forces. The attacks in Kuwait were severe against Iraqis and were accompanied 

by economic sanctions on Iraq, beginning the Gulf War. 

 

 The attacks and economic sanctions were successful in destroying Iraqi forces air bases and aircrafts, as well 

as crippling their infrastructure and economy. Consequently, Iraq withdrew forces from Kuwait. After these attacks, 

Iraq was extremely destabilized but was still under the control of Saddam Hussein, creating a rebellion on behalf of 

Iraqi Shiites and Iraqi Kurds due to influence from the U.S. administration. As a whole, the Gulf War was one of the 

historical landmarks that marked the American paradox in diplomacy, considering that Bush went in contrary to 

his word several times during this conflict. During this time, radical Islamic groups such as Al Qaeda started rising 

to power in the Middle East.  

 

 In 1988, Osama Bin Laden formed a terrorist group known as Al Qaeda, firmly opposing Western ideals and 

promoting strong Islamic nationalistic sentiment. Bin Laden was able to lead successful attacks against the U.S., 

using Afghanistan as the base for Al Qaeda under Taliban regime. This rapidly deteriorated the U.S.-Taliban rela-

tions. With heightening Middle Eastern animosity against the U.S. in the late 1990s and early 2000s, the Bush ad-

ministration had great responsibility in terms of mending relations with the Middle East once his term began in 

January of 2001.  

 On September 11th, 2001 at 8:45a.m., the deadliest attack on New York City took place. An American 

Airlines Boeing 767 crashed into the 80th floor of the North Tower of the World Trade Centre (WTC). A 

few minutes later, a United Airlines Boeing 767 sliced the South Tower of the WTC around the 60th floor. 

Until the WTC was completely destroyed due to this attack, President Bush made a public statement that 

there had been a national tragedy, mentioning the “apparent terrorist attack.” Below is a timeline of events 

that occurred in the morning of the 9/11 attacks.  

THE RISE OF 9/11  



• 8:00 am - American Airlines Flight 11 takes off from Boston’s Logan International Airport en route to  

Los Angeles.  

 

• 8:14am - United Airlines Flight 175 takes off from Boston en route to Los Angeles.  

 

• 8:19 am - Flight attendants notify that Flight 11 has been hijacked. American Airlines notifies the FBI.  

 

• 8:20 am - American Airlines flight 77 takes off from Dulles International Airport headed to Los Angeles.  

 

• 8:40 am - The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) alerts North American Aerospace Defence command 

(NORAD)’s Northeast Air Defence Sector (NEADS) about suspected hijacking of Flight 11. Flight 11 crashes into 

North Tower seconds later.  

 

• 8:46am - Mohammed Atta and other hijackers aboard American Airlines Flight 11 crash the plane into floors 

93-99 of the North Tower of the World Trade Centre, killing everyone on board and hundreds inside building.  

 

• 8:47am - NYPD ad FDNY forces dispatch units to the World Trade Centre, while Port Authority Police  

Department officers on site begin immediate evacuation of the North Tower. 

 

• 9:02 am - Port Authority officials broadcast orders to evacuate both towers via the public address system.  

People are evacuating.  

 

• 9:03 am - Hijackers crash United Airlines Flight 175 into floors 75 - 85 of the WTC’s South Tower, killing  

everyone on board and hundreds inside the building.  

 

• 9:08 am - The FAA bans all takeoffs of flights going to New York City or through the airspace around the city. 

They also close all bridges and tunnels in NYC area.  

 

• 9:31 am - President Bush calls the events in New York City an “apparent terrorist attack on our country.”  

 

• 9:37 am - Hijackers aboard Flight 77 crash the plane into the western facade of the Pentagon in Washington 

DC, killing 59 aboard the plane and the 125 military and civilian personnel inside the building.  

 

• 9:42 am - For the first time in history, the FAA grounds all flights over or bound for the continental United 

States. Commercial flights and private planes are guided to airports in Canada and the United States over the 

next two and a half hours.  

 

• 9:59 am - The South Tower of the World Trade Centre collapses. 

 

• 10:07am - After passengers and crew members aboard the hijacked Flight 93 contact friends and family and 

learn about NYC and DC attacks, they attempt to retake the plane. In response, hijackers crash plane into a 

field in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, killing all 40 passengers and crew aboard.  

 

• 10:28 am - World Trade Centre’s North Tower collapses. 



MAJOR TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION  

 The first sign of Middle Eastern resentment to-

wards the U.S. began with the bombing of the WTC 

in New York City in 1993, killing 6 people and injur-

ing thousands in the city. Ramzi Yousef, Bin Laden’s 

associate during the Afghanistan War, was identified 

as the man responsible for the attack. After being on 

the run, Yousef was eventually arrested by the U.S. 

during trials, in which it was also found that he was 

planning to hijack and attack the Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA) headquarters in Washington D.C.  

 

 In 1998, U.S. embassies were bombed in Nairo-

bi, Kenya and in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. These al-

most simultaneous truck bombings killed over 200 

people. In retaliation to Al Qaeda taking responsibil-

ity for the attacks, the Clinton administration swiftly 

ordered attacks on Bin Laden’s training camps and a 

pharmaceutical factory in Sudan in order to prevent 

medical and weapon supplies. Even so, the U.S.’s at-

tack on Sudan was unsuccessful because Bin Laden 

was able to escape. The attack on Sudan worsened 

their relations with the U.S.  

 

 In 2000, the United States Navy-Guided Missile 

Destroyer USS Cole was attacked in Yemen’s Aden 

harbour. 17 Americans were killed and 39 were in-

jured during this attack. Shortly after, Al Qaeda 

claimed responsibility for the attacks, warning the 

U.S. about future attacks. Nevertheless, the U.S. was 

unprepared for the grand scale of the 9/11 attacks due 

to the unpredictability of the location, time, and po-

tential masterminds behind these attacks. Due to 

this, it is extremely crucial for the Bush administra-

tion to strengthen national security in order to over-

come American vulnerabilities. It is highly recom-

mended for the Bush administration to review its for-

eign policies and suggest possible solutions for re-

building security.  

 In the midst of a national emer-

gency, it is important to keep in mind 

that the United States was also facing a 

recession caused by the “burst of the dot

-com bubble”. The dot-com bubble was 

a period of excessive speculation and 

extreme growth in the usage and adapta-

tion of the Internet by businesses and 

consumers. During this period, Internet-

based companies referred to as dot-coms 

were founded, but many failed. Starting 

in 2000, the bubble collapsed, causing an 

economic recession in the U.S. Consum-

ers decreased demand in goods and ser-

vices because they started seeing a de-

crease in the value of their assets, which 

had a negative impact on the Internet 

sector. Furthermore, 9/11 contributed to 

this economic recession, decreasing con-

sumer confidence, travel, and tourism. 

With these concerning economic devel-

opments, it is vital for the Bush admin-

istration to come up with creative eco-

nomic policies that would revive the U.S. 

economy.  

D
o

m
e

stic Issu
e

s in
 th

e
 U

.S
.  

T
h

e
 A

ft
e

rm
a

th
 o

f 
th

e
 9

/1
1 

A
tt

a
ck

s:
 H

o
m

e
la

n
d

 S
e

cu
ri

ty
 


