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Of the 7 billion-plus people in the world today, approximately 1 in every 

7 is a migrant. This is to say that 1 billion people have left their homes seeking 

changes to their status quo. From a pursuit of greater economic opportunities 

to a longing for freedom from persecution, the reasons why people get displaced 

are many. With 1 person being uprooted every 2 seconds and 1.4 million 

refugees needing resettlement in the next year, more prosperous nations face 

unprecedented pressure to help displaced peoples.  

What causes displacement? 

As mentioned above, there are myriad reasons for displacement. 

However, there are a select few reasons which act as the motivating forces for 

most migrants and refugees to flee their homes. Arguably the most prevalent 

of these forces is war and conflict. War-ravaged lands such as Syria and DR 

Congo are infamous for having several million instances of forced migration 

due to perpetual violence. Additionally, many people find themselves forced 

from their homes in the wake of persecution. For instance, 75% of the Muslim 

Rohingya population of Myanmar has fled to neighbouring Bangladesh to 

escape government-sanctioned ethnic cleansing. Other causes of displacement 

include natural disasters such as earthquakes, droughts, and flooding, as well 

as famine and poor economic prospects. 

What’s being done to help displaced peoples? 

Several organizations have been instrumental to ensuring that 

displaced peoples receive the sort of humane accommodation in their host 

nations they are entitled to under human rights laws. Entities such as UN 

Refugee Agency, International Organization for Migration, and Refugees 

International have devoted themselves singularly to assisting states in their 

migration-management challenges and championing human rights treaties to 

ensure all migrants receive fair and equitable treatment.  

Do nations have any obligation to accept migrants & refugees? 

While the answer to this question from a moral standpoint is likely to 

remain ambiguous and open to debate, the answer when considered from a 

legislative perspective is more definitive. The 1951 UN Refugee Convention 

and its 1967 Protocol define the responsibilities of the 144 signatory nations 

with respect to the refugees they are obligated to accept; notably, host nations 

are expected to provide at least the same level of treatment to refugees as they 

do to other foreigners in the country. Other pieces of legislation such as the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 1990 Migrant Workers 

Convention further enforce the rights of refugees and migrants.  
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United States of America 

 Famous for its economic prosperity and commitment to freedom, the U.S. has 

long been a desirable destination for immigration. In 2018, there were 3.8 million 

applicants on the waiting list. Many migrants and refugees attempt to enter the U.S 

from Central and South America through Mexico, the subject of great controversy in 

American politics. Moreover, the U.S. has steadily decreased the number of refugees 

they accept yearly, setting the cap for 2019 at 30,000. In 2017, President Trump signed 

an executive order which limits travel to the U.S from Iran, Libya, Syria, Yemen, 

Somalia, North Korea and Venezuela. Recently, the U.S has been criticized for its 

inhumane border detention practices, including terrible conditions and the forced 

separation of children from their parents for extended or indefinite periods of time. 

Turkey  

 Only a small, lucky fraction of refugees get resettled in the wealthy nations of 

North America and Europe. Most displaced peoples settle for travelling by foot to the 

nearest safe country. Owing to its stability and location between Europe and the 

Middle East, Turkey draws many refugees. Turkey currently hosts 3.6 million 

documented Syrian refugees, the most of any nation. However, the large number of 

refugees has put a strain on the nation, and combined with economic downturn, 

perceptions of Syrians in the nation are worsening. Terrorist attacks in 2015 and 2016 

led Turkey to bolster its border security and led to slower acceptance. While Turkey 

struggled with poor conditions in its massive refugee camps, the nation has mostly 

settled all its refugees as of 2019.  

Germany 

 While the U.S is decreasing their commitment to aiding refugees, nations like 

Germany and Canada have been increasing their efforts (both accepting more than 

the U.S. presently). During the Syrian refugee crisis, Germany left its borders open 

and spent €1.5 billion on accommodations. However, the nation has begun to see 

returns on its investment as many of those refugees have entered the workforce, filling 

gaps in the vocational fields, though language barriers remain an issue.  

Syria 

 During its civil war, Syria created the largest migrant crisis of the last decade. 

In 2018, 1.4 million refugees returned home, though 6.2 million Syrians are still 

displaced within the country. Other nations like Afghanistan, South Sudan, 

Myanmar, Sudan, Somalia, and DR Congo have the largest number of displaced 

peoples and face many difficulties and internal displacement. Such nations must focus 

on providing basic needs for their peoples, security and safety from persecution at 

home, and reintegration support for returning displaced citizens should they hope to 

stem the flow of people from their nations.  
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❖ What are the main causes of human displacement? 

o What steps can the global community take to limit 

them? 

 

❖ What duties does a nation have in aiding and 

accommodating refugees?  

o Does accepting refugees create more problems than 

benefits?  

o How should refugees be integrated into their new 

society?  

o How severe should the consequences be for 

mistreatment or complete ignorance of the plight of 

displaced peoples?  

 

❖ How should the international community respond if a 

nation is massively displacing its citizens?  

o Should intervention and/or aid be allowed over the 

sovereign will of the offending nation if the 

consequences affect the wellbeing of other nations, 

or otherwise if human rights are at stake? 

 

❖ How can nations combat negative public perception and 

hostility towards refugees and migrants within their 

borders? 

 

❖ How should asylum seekers and economic migrants be 

treated differently? 

 

❖ Is terrorism a tangible threat when it comes to accepting 

refugees?   
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1. https://www.concernusa.org/story/forced-migration-

causes/ 

 

2. https://www.unhcr.org/asylum-and-migration.html 

 

3. https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/07/1041632 

 

4. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jun/15/what-

current-scale-migration-crisis-europe-future-outlook 

 

5. https://edition.cnn.com/2015/09/08/world/refugee-

obligation/index.html 

 

6. https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-

asylum-seekers-and-migrants/ 

 

7. https://www.worldvision.org/refugees-news-

stories/forced-to-flee-top-countries-refugees-coming-

from 

 

8. https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-

requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-

united-states 
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