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INFORMATION 
 Overview 

Pandemics are major disease outbreaks which spread globally. There have been 

many throughout history, such as the Spanish Flu outbreak of 1918. However, with 

advanced global travel, high population density and areas of poor sanitation/ 

health infrastructure, the risk of pandemics in the modern world remains very real.  

On January 30th, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared a global health 

emergency. The cause of the declaration revolves around a new viral outbreak, the 

novel Coronavirus. At the time of the declaration, 10,000 people had been infected. 

While the vast majority of cases are in the Hubei province of China, the origin of 

the virus, the disease has spread to many other countries. As of February 4th, 

24,505 people in 27 different countries around the world were confirmed infected. 

There have been 493 confirmed deaths, and 902 confirmed recoveries.  

On Feb. 3rd, the Director-General of the World Health Organization declared that 

the world may be “dangerously” ill-prepared for a pandemic. He also urged all 197 

member nations to “invest in preparedness, not panic.” Nations with poor health 

care infrastructure, he cautions, are most at risk. Many countries have no 

preparations or plans at all. Though the Coronavirus has not yet been officially 

declared a Pandemic by the WHO, it should be taken seriously. 

 

 Issues 

The Coronavirus appears to be human-to-human transmissible during its 

incubation period of 1-14 days (meaning spreadable without symptoms). This 

makes the detection of infected individuals much more difficult. Once detected, it is 

important to quarantine the individual and people they had contact with. It is also 

important to ensure medical facilities are properly equipped. 

Another challenge revolves around international cooperation. As diseases are not 

confined by borders, the added bureaucracy of communication, information 

sharing, and politics can make efficient responses more difficult. One example is 

the ongoing extraction of nationals from Hubei. On the other hand, more nations 

involved means more efforts to treat and cure the disease. 

Public fear and misinformation can have a negative impact during a Pandemic. 

Making sure that the public is properly informed is an important step in reducing 

spread, promoting health and stopping panic. Fortunately, the mass sharing of 

information has never been more accessible than it is now (though misinformation 

can spread just as fast!). It can be quite dangerous when people fear for their lives. 
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PLAYERS 
 China 

China is, by far, the most affected nation by the current Coronavirus outbreak. The 

origin of the disease has been traced to the city of Wuhan. Though China was 

initially reluctant to disclose the situation, they learned from the 2003 SARS 

outbreak that censorship comes at a price to public health. This time, China fully 

disclosed the epidemic to the public and to the world. China took the extreme 

measure to quarantine over 50 million people in several cities, an unprecedented 

action in human history. Moreover, China impressed the world with 2 rapidly built 

hospitals, with more on the way. China is also facing possible economic downturn as 

millions of people stay home from work, and foreign tourism halts. The Coronavirus 

continues to spread within the world’s largest population, showing no signs of 

slowing. China certainly has their work cut out for them in halting the spread! 

 

 United States 

The United States remains one of the largest economic and research powerhouses in 

the world. Their organization, the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

is one of the world’s leading public health institutes. Despite only a dozen cases, the 

United States enacted a full travel ban on all foreigners who had visited China 

within the last 14 days. China has called the move an “overreaction.” U.S citizens 

returning home from the Hubei province will be quarantined for up to two weeks, 

and those from other parts of China will be screened and self-quarantined. Though 

powerful, the United States has also proved unpredictable in recent years.  

 

 World Health Organization 

The World Health Organization is an international agency operating under the 

United Nations. Their primary role is to direct international health within the UN’s 

system, and to lead partner-nations in global health responses. It is their role to 

inform and assist nations in health matters, especially during pandemics. Nations 

with poor economic and health infrastructure are particularly important to assist. 

While the WHO has declared a global health emergency, the novel Coronavirus has 

not yet been declared a full pandemic. Nations of the world will certainly look to the 

WHO for information, advice and assistance in the coming weeks. 
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TO CONSIDER 

 

➢ How can nations best detect infected 

individuals? What if it is transmissible before 

symptoms appear?  

   

➢ How should nations cooperate with each other? 

  

➢ Does public safety overrule human rights? 

 

➢ To what degree is quarantining acceptable?  

 

➢ When should actions be proactive instead of 

reactive? 

 

➢ How can nations prevent misinformation and 

panic? 

 

➢ Should borders be closed and travel restricted, 

or banned? 

 

➢ How can vaccine development, testing and 

distribution be sped up?  

If a pandemic is dangerous enough, should 

safety or ethical procedures be bypassed? 

 

➢ How can the lessons of the Coronavirus 

outbreak help global preparedness for future 

epidemics? 
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1. https://www.cnbc.com/2020/02/03/top-who-officials-

world-is-unprepared-for-next-pandemic-as-coronavirus-

spreads.html 

 

2. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/30/health/coronaviru

s-world-health-organization.html  

 

3. Real time Coronavirus tracking map: 

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/

index.html?fbclid=IwAR0QrWPxXD5E42Kw37pqJaGTc

HyMwRojoUrkdKQctstz8YtBimAKJ4z50WU#/bda7594

740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6 

 

4. https://www.theguardian.com/global-

development/2019/sep/18/a-deadly-virus-could-kill-80-

million-people-in-hours-experts-warn 

 

5. https://www.businessinsider.com/coronavirus-us-

foreigners-travel-ban-china-2020-1 

 

6. https://www.cnbc.com/2020/02/06/coronavirus-latest-

updates-china-hubei.html 

 

7. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

 

8. https://www.forbes.com/sites/johnkoetsier/2020/02/05/ai

-predicts-coronavirus-could-infect-25b-and-kill-53m-

doctors-say-thats-not-credible-and-heres-

why/#4aa71f1a11cd 

 

FURTHER READING 


