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Nuclear treaties between the USA and Russia 

The primary treaty governing the development and use of nuclear arms 

between the US and Russia is known as New START (Strategic Arms Reduction 

Treaty). A noteworthy Obama-era accomplishment, the treaty was ratified in 2011 

and is expected to last until 2021, at which point it may be renewed for an additional 

5 years given bilateral approval. The main purpose of the treaty is to limit the number 

of strategic nuclear missile launchers that either nation could have deployed at any 

given time. Among other constraints, the treaty limits the number of nuclear 

warheads each nation can have deployed to a mere 1,550.  

More recently under the Trump Administration, the US has suspended its 

obligations under the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) after accusing 

Russia of violating the terms of the treaty. A Cold War-era agreement, the INF banned 

both the US and Russia from deploying missiles with ranges between 500 and 5,500 

km. The collapse of the treaty has sparked fears of a brewing arms race between the 

two hegemonies. 

The brewing arms race 

The US Defense Department has faced torrential criticism in recent times for 

what has been perceived as attempts to bolster the US’s nuclear arsenal and further 

fuel an already heated arms race. These developments have been characterized by US 

defense officials as natural responses to a rapidly expanding portfolio of nuclear 

weapons being developed in Russia, which has grown to include upwards of 2,000 low 

yield nuclear weapons. These smaller-scale nuclear weapons have explosive yields 

comparable to those of the bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In response 

to fears stoked by Russian activities, the US has begun to stockpile these low-yield 

options and even deployed its first new nuclear weapon in decades.  

Naturally, this bubbling arms race is not being contested between only two 

competitors. Other world superpowers, such as China and North Korea, have entered 

the fray. The former is projected to be on pace to doubling its nuclear artillery by 

decade’s end, while the former has already amassed a respectable reserve of nuclear 

weapons. 

Arguments for and against nuclear energy 

With renewable energy sources such as solar and wind power still in their 

infancy stages, nuclear energy has taken the forefront as one of the most viable 

alternatives to fossil fuels. Proponents of nuclear energy argue that it is not subject to 

unpredictable swings in price like oil and that lowering our dependence on fossil fuels 

will ultimately help us lessen our depletion of the Earth’s resources and greenhouse 

gas emissions. However, nuclear energy brings with it many non-trivial drawbacks, 

the most notable being the environmental consequences of using uranium as a fuel 

source, as a small but highly toxic waste product is created. . 

 



 
 

  

 United States 

 The United States has approximately 1,750 ready nuclear warheads, the largest 

 active arsenal in the world. They also stockpile around 3,800. The United States also 

 consumes the most uranium, almost twice as much as the next largest consumer, 

 France. It probably helps that their neighbour, Canada, produces 22% of the world’s 

 uranium supply. The U.S also produces the most power from nuclear energy, with 

 100 total reactors. The U.S was the first nation to successfully develop nuclear 

 bombs, and the only ones to use them in war. The United States, along with the 

 other nuclear powers, have taken great care to limit other states from developing 

 nuclear weapons; though the U.S has rarely embraced their own disarmament. The 

 U.S has also refused to adopt a “no first use” policy, saying it reserves the right to 

 use nuclear weapons first in the case of conflict.  

 

 Russia 

 Russia has approx. 1,600 active nuclear warheads, and 6,500 stockpiled. 

 During the Cold War, the Soviet Union and the U.S produced mass quantities 

 of nuclear weapons, the Soviets producing 55,000 before its collapse in 1991. Today, 

 >90% of all nuclear weapons are owned by Russia and the U.S. Along with the U.S, 

 Russia has begun to ramp up its nuclear technologies again, recently revealing their 

 newest generation of nuclear submarines. Russia is also famous for its self-

 contained, floating nuclear power station. Russia produces the 3rd most electricity 

 from nuclear power, after France. Russia has stated it will use nuclear weapons in 

 response to large-scale conventional aggression. 

 

 Iran 

 In 1970, Iran ratified the Non-Proliferation Treaty, subjecting them to 

 reviews by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). the 2000s, Iran’s 

 clandestine uranium enrichment program raised international concerns that it 

 might be used for non-peaceful pursuits. In 2003, a dissident group revealed 

 undeclared nuclear activity. In 2011, the IAEA produced evidence that Iran had 

 been working on nuclear weapons until 2003, and that the research may have 

 continued in a smaller scale. In 2015, Iran signed the “Joint Comprehensive Plan of 

 Action” (Iran deal) with the UN permanent security council and Germany. It 

 imposes restrictions on its nuclear program but restricts sanctions imposed. In 2018, 

 president Trump announced the U.S would be withdrawing from the agreement. If 

 Iran were to develop nuclear weapons, it could prove very destabilizing in the region. 

 



 
 

 

➢ Is it worth having nuclear weapon stockpiles 

and active arsenals? Is it an effective 

deterrence of war?  

 

➢ What would the repercussions of nuclear 

warfare be, whether between smaller or larger 

states?  

 

➢ What would it take to disarm all nuclear 

weapons? 

 

➢ How effective are nuclear treaties? Are they 

enforceable?  

 

➢ What is the future of nuclear weapons 

technologies? Are mini-nuclear weapons safer, 

or more dangerous to use in war? 

 

➢ Are environmental and safety fears around 

nuclear power justified? 

 

➢ Do the benefits of nuclear energy outweigh the 

costs?   
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